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at the end of the 'twenties, had gone to the House of
Lords as Lord Hailsham. Mr. Churchill had split
with the official body of the party on India and in
spite of the fact that he had been the great and
consistent advocate of rearmament, was not given
Cabinet rank after the 1935 election. There was little
support for Sir John Simon, the National Liberal
leader, and what little chance Mr. Runciman pos-
sessed had vanished when his old father unexpectedly
accepted an hereditary peerage. The only other
possible competitor was Sir Samuel Hoare, whom
many people at one time thought to be designated by
Mr. Baldwin as his successor. He, however, had
offended one wing of the party as Secretary of State
for India, and another wing of it by his share in the
Hoare -Laval proposals, and consequently was hardly
to be considered in the running in 1936. Con-
sequently, Mr. Chamberlain went smoothly, without
contest or rivalry, into the position of heir-apparent
to Mr. Baldwin, and as such addressed the Conserva-
tive Party Conference in October 1936.